NJTL of Indianapolis
2018 Year in Review

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
addition to tennis instruction. Thank
you, Monica, for leading the way with
this vital program, one we plan to expand in the near future!

Dear Friends,
NJTL of Indianapolis celebrated
its 45th anniversary in 2018 with
new programs, new class times
and a successful and fun fundraiser — all for the benefit of children
who need it most.
This year also saw the departure of executive
director Monica Brase. Under her direction,
NJTL of Indianapolis began its first after-school
program at Lighthouse Academy. This program
serves our city's most vulnerable youth by
providing them with educational enrichment
opportunities, tutoring, and homework help in

I have loved tennis since first picking
up a racquet when I was around 10.
The lessons I’ve learned and the friendships I’ve
formed through this sport have been invaluable
to my life. I look forward to working with Program Director Steve Mackell, Finance & Operations Manager Tyler Scanlan and our excellent board in helping children through tennis.
May we all give back through a sport we love!
Dax Lowery, Executive Director

SUMMER PROGRAM
The summer program continues to
be the cornerstone of our work.
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More than 600 kids participated in the summer program at
15 locations around the city.
Healthy lifestyle instruction,
educational enrichment opportunities, and life skills information are critical components of the summer tennis
program.
Educational enrichment was
provided through a college
campus tour, "Love to Read"
reading challenge, weekly
guest speakers, and the Arthur
Ashe Essay Contest. Our program has had two consecutive
national winners of the essay
contest. In 2018 that was
Isaac Lian, who earned a trip
to the U.S. Open.

Second– and third-grade STEM campers at Marian University participated in
a clinic conducted by Jack Bradshaw players.

NJTL’s Steve Mackell, left, and Tyler Scanlan congratulate Isaac Lian, who
was a national winner in the Arthur Ashe Essay Contest.

NJTL tennis instructor Parveen Kumar sets up a drill for a few Lighthouse Academy students.

AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM
In keeping with Arthur Ashe’s vision,
NJTL of Indianapolis began offering
after-school tennis instruction and education enrichment activities in schools
that serve exclusively or predominantly
children from low-income families.
Our first program is offered at Lighthouse Academy. The Lighthouse program includes one hour devoted to tennis programming and a second hour
devoted to educational enrichment activities that may include help with
homework, tutoring in core areas like
math and reading, and enrichment activities like gardening, art projects, and
other curriculum.
We anticipate adding other after-school
programs in the coming years.

“In the last year NJTL has helped increase test
scores, grades, self-confidence, and athletic abilities for more than 20 students by devoting more
than six hours a week to our students during the
school year and the summer.”
Stephanie Miranda, Lighthouse Academy teacher
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NIGHT AT THE NET
Our annual Night at the Net fundraiser was held at
Smash Social, Indianapolis’ newest ping-pong bar, for
the first time. The event included silent and live
auctions, a table tennis tournament, corn hole, heavy
hors d’oeuvres, and a DJ.
Congratulations go to Colin Atkinson, our 2018
ping-pong champion!
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NJTL of Indianapolis founder Barbara Wynne
returns a shot during the ping-pong tourney.

BILLIE JEAN KING VISIT
Tennis legend Billie Jean King gave some tennis and life lessons to several Lighthouse Academy
and NJTL participants when she visited Indianapolis in May. King was on hand to receive an Anthem Health Champion Award. We were pleasantly surprised when Anthem donated $10,000 to
NJTL at the end of the clinic!
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NJTL ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS

The USTA Midwest section honored several
NJTL of Indianapolis participants who were
section winners in the national 2018 NJTL
Essay Contest.
Seven NJTL participants were honored:


Bill Fansler, 15-16 male age category



Shalaka Gaitonde, 11-12 female age
category



Josh Gillespie, 17-18 male age category



Isaac Lian, 13-14 male age category



Morgan Oconitrillo, 17-18 female age
category



Rogelio Rivera, 11-12 male age category



Jayla Wesley, 15-16 female age category

Isaac Lian also was a national winner, one of
10 individuals across the country to earn a trip
to the U.S. Open.

Isaac Lian was a national winner in the NJTL Essay
Contest. He joined the nine other national contest winners in New York, where they visited 30 Rockefeller
Center’s “Top of the Rock,” received honorary plaques
and got to see pros like Novak Djokovic and Serena
Williams hit as part of Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day.

“I think NJTL is a great way to teach
your child at a young age. For Isaac,
he got coaching from people who
helped him get better. He can now
play with people at the high school.”
N Mang Lian, Isaac’s father

FUNDRAISING
We could not do what we do without our generous funders! From individuals to foundations to
companies, you made it possible for us to provide tennis instruction to more than 1,000 children.
THANK YOU!
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